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Response to Amendment 

This office action is responsive to Applicant's amendment received on 9/21/2007. 
Claims 5 and 17-20 are amended. Claims 5 and 17-20 remain pending. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9/21/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that "The cited art fails to teach or suggest "a plurality of 
services respectively provided by different business organizations... the available 
services including a first service provided through the service unit by a first business 
organization and a second service provided by a second business organization," as in 
amended claim 5" (Remarks, page 6). 

Examiner respectfully disagrees and would like to point out that as part of the 
background to its invention, Howard discloses that web sites may typically provide 
various types of information to users, offer products or services for sale, and provide 
games and other forms of entertainment (col. 1 , lines 15-35), wherein accessing each 
one of such web sites would typically require separate registration wherein a particular 
user is likely to have different login IDs and associated passwords on different web sites 
(i.e., wherein different web sites offering differnt services are interpreted to satisfy the 
first and the second services)(col. 1, lines 52-67 and col. 2, lines 1-15). 

Howard's invention discloses multiple affiliate servers/web servers/service 
providers wherein a web user is allowed to use a single login ID and its associated 
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password to access multiple web servers or services, by providing a mechanism for 
central storage of user profile information (i.e., corresponding to instant application's 
common certificate information)(col. 2, lines 15-45). The instant application also 
discloses wherein the user can use a plurality of services using one piece of certificate 
information instead of a unique ID and a unique password for each service. Thus, the 
user does not need to handle a plurality of IDs and a plurality of passwords (par. 30). 

Applicant further argues that the certifying unit is not generating the service 
information of the available services (Remarks, page 7). 

Examiner respectfully disagrees and would like to point out that Howard 
discloses a second cookie contianing information regarding the user profile, wherein 
The authentication server also updates (or creates) a cookie that contains a list of all 
sites (or web servers) visited by the user (i.e., available services) since the last logout 
from the authentication server (i.e., certifying unit). The authentication server updates 
the cookie by adding the current affiliate server to the list of sites visited (col. 7, lines 22- 
26) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by 
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another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 5 and 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Howard et al., (U.S. Patent No. 6,584,505 and Howard hereinafter). 

Regarding claim 5, Howard discloses a service unit connectable to a certificating 
unit and at least one terminal unit, said service unit comprising: 

a transmitting device transmitting common certificate information in common with 
a plurality of services respectively provided by different business organizations (i.e., 
affiliate servers), when the terminal unit of a user accesses a particular service of the 
plurality of services, to the certificating unit which manages the common certificate 
information corresponding to service information of available services that the user can 
access , the available services including a first service provided through the service unit 
by a first business organization and a second service provided by a second business 
organization (i.e., Howard's invention discloses multiple affiliate servers/web 
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servers/service providers wherein a web user is allowed to use a single login ID and its 
associated password to access multiple web servers or services, by providing a 
mechanism for central storage of user profile information (i.e., corresponding to instant 
application's common certificate information)(col. 2, lines 15-45), without requiring 
identification information or password information issued by the services (col. 5, lines 
44-63 and col. 8, lines 38-44); 

a service utilizing device receiving the service information of the available 
services from the certificating unit and providing the terminal unit of the user with layout 
data for displaying a screen including a display region corresponding to the service 
information of the available services received from the certificating unit (i.e., Howard 
discloses a second cookie contianing information regarding the user profile, wherein 
The authentication server also updates (or creates) a cookie that contains a list of all 
sites (or web servers) visited by the user (i.e., available services) since the last logout 
from the authentication server (i.e., certifying unit). The authentication server updates 
the cookie by adding the current affiliate server to the list of sites visited and the cookie 
is placed in the client computer system - col. 7, lines 22-26), wherein service data 
respectively supplied by the first and second services are displayed in the display region 
(i.e., the authentication server also communicates the user profile information to the 
affiliate server. After receiving the user's profile, the affiliate server generates a 
personalized web page for the user and communicates the web page to the user's 
browsers, which is in turn displayed at the user's machine to make the affiliates server's 
services available to the user)(col. 7, lines 54-67 and col. 8, lines 1-43); and 
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a storing device storing the common certificate information and the identification 
information and the password information for the particular service (col. 3, lines 34-61). 

Regarding claim 17, Howard discloses a system for certificating services, 
comprising: 

a service utilizing device receiving service information of available services and 
providing layout data for displaying a screen including a display region corresponding to 
service information of each of the available services based on a common certificate 
information , the available services including a first service provided through the service 
unit by a first business organization and a second service provided by a second 
business organization (i.e., Howard's invention discloses multiple affiliate servers/web 
servers/service providers wherein a web user is allowed to use a single login ID and its 
associated password to access multiple web servers or services, by providing a 
mechanism for central storage of user profile information (i.e., corresponding to instant 
application's common certificate information)(col. 2, lines 15-45), wherein service data 
respectively supplied by the first and second services are displayed in the display region 
(i.e., Howard discloses a second cookie contianing information regarding the user 
profile, wherein The authentication server also updates (or creates) a cookie that 
contains a list of all sites (or web servers) visited by the user (i.e., available services) 
since the last logout from the authentication server (i.e., certifying unit). The 
authentication server updates the cookie by adding the current affiliate server to the list 
of sites visited, and the cookie is placed in the client computer system - col. 7, lines 22- 
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26. The authentication server also communicates the user profile information to the 
affiliate server. After receiving the user's profile, the affiliate server generates a 
personalized web page for the user and communicates the web page to the user's 
browsers, which is in turn displayed at the user's machine to make the affiliates server's 
services available to the user)(col. 7, lines 54-67 and col. 8, lines 1-43), and a user 
terminal receiving the layout data and displaying service information of each of the 
available services within a display region provided for use in relation to a particular 
available service (col. 7, lines 12-66 and col. 8, lines 1-44). 



Regarding claim 18, Howard discloses a computer readable storage medium 
having a program recorded therein to cause a computer to execute operations, said 
operations comprising: 

transmitting service information of available services, and in response, providing 
layout data for displaying a screen including a display region corresponding to service 
information of each of the available services based on a common certificate information, 
the available services including a first service provided throuqh the service unit by a first 
business organization and a second service provided by a second business 
organization(i.e., Howard's invention discloses multiple affiliate servers/web 
servers/service providers wherein a web user is allowed to use a single login ID and its 
associated password to access multiple web servers or services, by providing a 
mechanism for central storage of user profile information (i.e., corresponding to instant 
application's common certificate information)(col. 2, lines 15-45), wherein service data 
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respectively supplied by the first and second services are displayed in the display region 
(i.e., Howard discloses a second cookie contianing information regarding the user 
profile, wherein The authentication server also updates (or creates) a cookie that 
contains a list of all sites (or web servers) visited by the user (i.e., available services) 
since the last logout from the authentication server (i.e., certifying unit). The 
authentication server updates the cookie by adding the current affiliate server to the list 
of sites visited and the cookie is placed in the client computer system - col. 7, lines 22- 
26. The authentication server also communicates the user profile information to the 
affiliate server. After receiving the user's profile, the affiliate server generates a 
personalized web page for the user and communicates the web page to the user's 
browsers, which is in turn displayed at the user's machine to make the affiliates server's 
services available to the user)(col. 7, lines 54-67 and col. 8, lines 1-43), and 

receiving the layout data and displaying service information of each of the 
available services within a display region provided for use in relation to a particular 
available service (col. 7, lines 12-66 and col. 8, lines 1-44). 

Regarding claim 19, Howard discloses a method of certifying services offered by 
multiple providers, comprising: 

determining whether any one of the services of the multiple providers are 
available to a user by sending an inquiry including a common certificate to a certifying 
authority (col. 7, lines 10-35); and 
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providing layout data defining display of service information of a first available service 
to a terminal of the user based on a result of the inquiry, wherein the layout data is displayed in a 
single display region and includes service information of a second available service determined 
to be available based on the result of the inquiry (i.e., the generated personalized web page (of 
available services allowed for the user)), and wherein service data respectively supplied by the 
first and second services (i.e., services provided by different web sites) are displayed in the 
display region (i.e., Howard discloses a second cookie contianing information regarding 
the user profile, wherein The authentication server also updates (or creates) a cookie 
that contains a list of all sites (or web servers) visited by the user (i.e., available 
services) since the last logout from the authentication server (i.e., certifying unit). The 
authentication server updates the cookie by adding the current affiliate server to the list 
of sites visited, and the cookie is placed in the client computer system - col. 7, lines 22- 
26. The authentication server also communicates the user profile information to the 
affiliate server. After receiving the user's profile, the affiliate server generates a 
personalized web page for the user and communicates the web page to the user's 
browsers, which is in turn displayed at the user's machine to make the affiliates server's 
services available to the user)(col. 7, lines 54-67 and col. 8, lines 1-43). 

Regarding claim 20, Howard discloses a method of certifying services, 
comprising: 

enabling access to a first service server (i.e., authentication server), generating 
layout information required for displaying information of a second service server (i.e., a 
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particular affiliate server) in a display region displaying service information of the first 
service server (col. 4, lines 5-67 and col. 5, lines 1-67 and col. 6, lines 1-22), and 
displaying the generated layout information via a user terminal to display layout 
information respectively supplied by first and second services (col. 6, lines 38-67 and 
col. 7, lines 1-66). 

Howard discloses a second cookie contianing information regarding the user 
profile, wherein The authentication server also updates (or creates) a cookie that 
contains a list of all sites (or web servers) visited by the user (i.e., available services) 
since the last logout from the authentication server (i.e., certifying unit). The 
authentication server updates the cookie by adding the current affiliate server to the list 
of sites visited, and the cookie is placed in the client computer system - col. 7, lines 22- 
26). 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arezoo Sherkat whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3796. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information ^ 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/ AYAZ SHEIKH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 
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Patent Examiner 
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